MINUTES OF THE 201st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE WHITBY LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
HELD ON SUNDAY 23rd February 2025 AT 2.00 PM 


Present:  		29 attendees 
			73 members voting by Proxy.
Chair:			David Rodwell-Cox
Hon President:		Mark Edwards
Officers:  	Sarah Booth, Sue Morton, Colin Pyrah OBE, Alison Roberts, Ruth Smith, Robert Williams
Also Present:		Hazel Wright (Museum Manager)
Minutes:		Hazel Wright

The Chair, David Rodwell-Cox, opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and thanked them for their continued support.

He reported on an extremely successful year in which we had maintained excellent visitor numbers and staged extremely well received exhibitions. With the help of the National Lottery Heritage Fund we had also been able to take our archive out into the community.

The Chair noted that our profile has also been raised overseas with links being forged with groups in China, France, India and Italy all of whom will be sending groups to visit in the coming years.

He felt that 2025 promised to be another wonderful year and thanked the volunteers, staff, patrons, trustees and members for their freely given dedication, knowledge and willingness to ensure that we continue to develop.  


1	Apologies for Absence
	Apologies were received from Pam and Phil Baker, Prof G Bell, Jane Burke, John and Alex Cone, Anthony and Clare Cooper, Anne Dennier, Peter Douglas, Joan Edwards, John Freeman, Pat McCarthy, Wendy Price, Phil Richards, Eileen Shone and Monica Ventress

2	To approve the Minutes of the 200th Annual General Meeting held on 25th February 2024
	
	Approval of the Minutes proposed by:  Mark Edwards.  Seconded:  Alison Roberts.  There were 71 proxy votes and all 29 members present in favour plus 2 proxy abstentions. APPROVED.

3	To receive and approve the Annual Accounts and Trustees Report for the year ended 30th September 2024
	
	Approval of the Trustees Report and Annual Accounts proposed by:  Robert Williams.  Seconded:  Julia Buck.  There were 71 proxy votes and all 29 members present in favour plus 2 proxy abstentions. APPROVED.

4	To re-elect Sarah Booth as Officer and Honorary Treasurer of the Society for a period of three years.
	
Proposed:  Fran Palmer.  Seconded:  Mark Edwards.  There were 71 proxy votes and all 29 members present in favour plus 2 proxy votes against. APPROVED.

5	To re-elect Ruth Smith as Officer and Honorary Membership Secretary of the Society for a period of three years.
	
	Proposed: Julia Buck. Seconded: Mark Edwards. There were 73 proxy votes and all 29 members present in favour. APPROVED.

6	To re-elect Wendy Price as Officer of the Society for a period of three years.
 
Proposed: Robert Williams Seconded: Colin Pyrah OBE. There were 73 proxy votes and all 29 members present in favour. APPROVED.


7	To appoint Frances Howard FCA, of Fortus Ltd of York, as Independent Examiners

	Proposed:  Fran Palmer.  Seconded:  Mark Edwards.  There were 71 proxy votes and all 29 members present in favour plus 2 proxy abstentions. APPROVED.


At the close of the meeting Mark Edwards, President, gave thanks to the committee for the work done this year and also thanks to the editors of the annual report for an excellent publication.

The meeting was followed by an extremely interesting presentation by Elaine Hoyle entitled “The Highs and Lows of Being a Curator” which documented her experiences and research whilst being Natural History Curator at Whitby Museum.
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