Financial Statements
WHITBY LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
TRUSTEES' REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2025

The trustees present their annual report and financial statements for the year ended 30 September 2025.

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the financial statements and comply with the charity's governing document, the Charities Act 2011 and "Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland published in October 2019".

The legal and administrative information page forms part of this report.

Objectives and activities
The Society’s objects are to educate the public in the interests of Science, the Humanities and Literature by the provision of a
Museum, a Library and Archives and by such charitable means as may be practicable.

In pursuit of that overall objective, the Society continues to maintain and develop the Museum, which continues to attract visitors from all parts of the UK and overseas, including a number of educational visits from school parties. It is staffed by a team of volunteers, including the sectional curators, supported by paid part-time staff comprising a Documentation officer, a Museum manager, an Administration Assistant, three museum assistants, four casual relief Museum Assistants and NLHF-supported Archivist and Outreach Officer.

The Library and Archives, amassed over the Society’s life, amount to over 7,500 volumes covering a wide range of topics of local interest and at least as many archives. The Museum also has some 15,000 photographs, pictures and prints, and roughly 600 maps.

Stewardship of the photographs, pictures and maps is shared with the Library and Archive. The Museum, Library and Archive has approximately 90,000 artefacts in total.

The trustees have paid due regard to guidance issued by the Charity Commission in deciding what activities the charity should
undertake.

Achievements and performance
Our Admission numbers for the period October 2024 - September 2025 were down by 9% on the previous year at 32,640.

Our social media presence on Facebook and Instagram has increased with regular postings to raise the Museum’s profile. Visitors to our website and other social media outlets continue to rise.

Our temporary exhibition entitled Our Lasses – Inspirational Women of Whitby was very popular and was extended until June 2025. This exhibition was shortlisted for a national Museum and Heritage award.

Following on from the Our Lasses exhibition we hosted a prestigious exhibition of Aboriginal art; Revisions – Made by the Warlpiri and Patrick Waterhouse. This exhibition was curated by Rebecca Hossack, a well-known London gallery owner and specialist in the subject. This was the first time that the artworks had been seen in the UK and was very well received.

The Museum Supporters Scheme established at the end of 2017 continues to attract new Museum Patrons. Further Patrons are being sought and an increase in membership actively promoted.

Training

The Trustees remain aware of the importance of training and take advantage of opportunities as they occur. Several training courses have been attended by staff and volunteers covering a number of topics such as: marketing, conservation, safeguarding, ladder safety and emergency planning. Training opportunities will continue to be sought in the coming year.

Staff and volunteers regularly attend regional meetings with other museums as well as attending national conferences and meetings associated with tourism, education and heritage.

Financial review
During the year income received was £379,235 (2024: £262,980) and £395,188 was spent (2024: £348,405). This resulted in a deficit of £15,953 (2024: deficit £85,425). Gains on Investments of £23,976 (2024: gains of £42,149) leaves a surplus of £8,023 (2024: deficit £43,276).

We are grateful to the Thomas William Varley Roe Deceased Charity for continuously supporting us.
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Reserves policy
The Society has funds from historic donations and legacies which are invested to maintain sufficient reserves to enable the Society to be sustainable. Additional funds will be held in a quick access account to meet immediate needs.

The free reserves at 30 September 2025 were £670,451 (2024: £627,627).

PLANS FOR FUTURE PERIODS

Our current Forward Plan (2023-2026) is under continuous review.

Continuing conservation work is planned in the coming year to preserve the collections for future generations. Generous private
funding is enabling us to continue to upgrade specific facilities and functions to improve certain aspects of the Museum and its
operation.

We will continue to attend national and regional meetings and conferences relevant to the museum.

An Arts Council England funded project has allowed us to complete a scoping project looking at the redesign and reinterpretation of our explorers wing. Further grant funding will be sought in the coming year to implement the project.

Structure, governance and management

Governing Document

The Society is governed by its Constitution, approved by the Members on 12 March 2017.

Summary of Powers

The Society’s Constitution provides for the appointment of a Committee, whose powers include:
· Power to raise funds
· Power to acquire and dispose of the property of the Society
· Power, subject to any consent required by law, to borrow money
· Power to appoint advisory committees

Nominees

As a CIO, the Society is now a legal entity that is able to hold its own investments and property. The Committee may also permit any investment held by or in trust for the Society to be held in the name of a clearing bank, trust, corporation or any stockbroking company which is a member of the International Stock Exchange as a nominee of the Committee. The investments are managed by a nominee company.





The trustees' report was approved by the Board of Trustees.
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